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neceſſary for theſe 
"runes, 5. 


ZZT is the generall complaint 
| 1@/3 of this kingdom, that the 
4 12. land lyeth under. many and 
2Ie@ grievous  prefiures- :,And 
ertainly, they are {6 great , ſo heavy, 
that men complain not without caule. 
Look upon the kingdom already was 


| ſted andrent with civil warre, andat - 


this time in a new combuſtion in di- 


verſe parts thereof ;. it will eaſily ap» 
pear ( that if God of his mercy. pre- 
vent it not ) totall and inevitable raine 
and deftrution muſt of neceſlity fol- 
low. : If ; 

In the meane time we cannot but 
with grief of heart foreſee, that which 
by wofull experience we have already 
ſeen, felt, and heard what {ad effefts an 
unnaturall warre will produce : as ſeck- 
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which formerly hath been accomals | hy 
Paradiſe, is now like tobecomea rufull. | Jhowd 
ſpeacle toall other Nations. + / + | bet® 
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And may we nor juſtly take upatur- 
ther complaint, when we fee God {'y : 
threatnethus ( as he did hinges. Jul 
ple of old.) to break owur ſtaff. of bread | we 
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ceſſary proviſions for the ſaſtentation Vehat' 

- as, Of man) and ro mate the heaventobetn | B 
Ere.s.1y. #5 4s iron, and'the earth as braſſe: ta | tom 
FF  fſendiheevilarrowsof ſamineforourdes | oev- 
FF © _ fruition; and toencrea(e it wponns* to (men 
® conſume us with famine and the ſwora" | nfo 
EJer, 16.4. (the Prophet joyneth them together | g 
£34.10. twenty times at the leaft in ſeyerall | thei 
3 places, 'as infeparable” cofnpanions- ) 
I Terrible was that whichthe'Prophet | #8 
. by Gods command denounced of old, |. 
| *andwhich we may truely fay is fallen | nor 
4 Cor. 107 Uponus , on whom the ends of as .1 in 
Eo te *: ; 0 -/$- I'T0 


4 
WR 3s 


- 


mar ww ( upon his enemies ),#-09 flew- 
rts, Ji »5y Its tobe feared; chats hr 1 16. 7; 


« =) fl ea fr our ves ads anr 
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atthis 0 may not oebeour caſe, R "1 = 
(7, vs there are that mingle their ./.- + 
ples with admiration , they won. 
| « why there a 1g be: FA juage- us, : 

mexcrupon us, why they ſhould live © 3 
'in ſuch anhappy #imes; and among theſe A 
er | querer, they would ſeem to anſwer 3 
ll | theinſelves; and give rea/ow- fortheſe _ . / . + +2 
/ calzmities.. Some aſcribe them:to fors G3Y 
> | twr, {ome to. the ambition of; great - 
| Ones, others. to. other canſes and men, 
none to themſelves. But £ y;all 
our mnz/cries come from this 
ok ; A 3Z 
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zempt of i oe , nd — anc ies & gel 
men, whic em headlon 1 
alt miſchief, zo-ul hom 4 inwfly F 
gainft»the glorious Majeſtie of Gal 
Weſperately to offend his omnipotenp 
power; and to deal moſt wnrbax "Sj 
with a moſt ſovereigne Aon : offs 1 4 


the teverend regard of his preſa +, the iter 
terror of his power , and the /ong-ſufipe | dn0® 
5 -of his teve.” Sin, and nothinhur Vu 


ficred d Serine * OO. Þ 
"Fer in his time acknowls dgealo 1 

' much A1 his (faith-hie; meaningthe. [: & / 

f Rs the' people had ſuffered) Ji 

3s comenpon us for our evil derds, thou (ns 

O Lord haſt puniſved us leſſe then own | | 


2 Iniquities dads deferved. So faith Efay. 
| Kay 17.9. There ſhall be deſolation, beranſe thou 
". baſt forgotten the God 'of thy ſalvation, 

| ; and Fafa not been mindful of ibs rock'of 

; [Jes 29 17: 6/4 firevg th." So Feremiah; Behold A 
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and the peffiience, &e, Becauſe 
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[of the © mo_ 
ye p07 it , and of 
Cw; 'So Hoſea "They have yn Hi 9 9: 
pred themſelves, * therefore be will 
_ | ; And ( exhorting the-yeopIetO Hof, 14.1 
>"s oy entrance and prayer )he fait 0 Iſra- 4 
fs | ditors wente the Lerddl God, for thew 
w by thine 


CJ 3h wy;5 
| [ the Scene may 

Land, where 
hos | to us the words© 
ly be app! ed. BY [wearing » yew 
Ling, ant 3 Pealing and committing adul- 
| ter, tbe) break ont , 416 blood _—_—_ 
"Hood, And concerning the ſeaml 


vat of Chriſt, how- is it rent this 
A4 Nation: 
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aned, (nada his compaſſions To | Anat, t _ 'Þ ErS 
' +. The bowels of his compaſions. hs ur {RET 
hearts be not hardned }). we. , ay take || 
notice of, not onely in his long patience | 0 
Tous, and forbearatice. ofjus , jandehe (5 
fea) uſe of his Ford and Ther wentagbur | 88 
by his: extraordinar onitiou;and | 
"warnings evenfrom heavet it {elbow I'% 
; maoy perovcce and pooighes of I 
ture anger have we of late ſcen?. asCe- | D 
avets , apparitiqns'in the air, railing [6 
corn,: monſtrous births of man-kini 
-and other. his- creatzres , which wile 2 
men inall ages haye heldas Meſſe 
and forerunners of i/ery , and 
ements, .unleſle diverted by ny 
ance and humiliation? Yet theſe: pre- 
ditions of his wrath , we havecither 
neplefted, or mif weerpreted + not unlike 
the Pews, of whom eſephmerelates ; 
Who F when a bare or Comet ( inns þ 


more "obſerier. of inp | "« 
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"indeedto fear any thing? 
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Now though we wave theſe ny 7 
_notro be're , yer we wo 1 4! 1's ; 
| be fo ſence he a and ſtupid asro lg oh t [amo 
” — the jodfements under which we lyer 4 
7 burbe ſollicirous toremoverhe ruſe | #7 
| them; rhartheefell maybe remojay i 
alſo. Sin and kr #7 ton we fit " 4” i 
with contrire North for ?hg whic - | 
_ haye formerly committed Sindamant | 
went of life forthefurure, he amet | 
prayer to Godto rake off his heavy hand;- | © 
muſt be the cave. We muſt lay \wit 
Mg the Lamentations, Let t fie | 
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42, web Elo hack Tot pe rebelled. cn 
"But we aq. farre ftom akky) h #: 
righ t courſe to remove theſe ju, vents, | 
| 4 we look back to former rc | bes 
, © -and comparing ours with' thoſe; we \ S 
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Conclude them'tq be happy, and ows 

Les miſcrable; we complainand mitr- 

* *mire,thats all we do.It cannorbe n- 

| Sue ins ours at this preſenitn may} 
Lexcerd the worft of time, 

if we an wg der the dearthand ſearcity of | 

" all manner of f+0d, and neceffaties: the 
 nuſcaſonableneſſe of weather, - a__ 


L. & go au 

is | bg the fruitsof the earth, aplain 

Id nat; 'L "Mo —_ of famineto enſue; Tr 

light almoſt deſtroyed with d5ftra&10n5, and; 
"_s - dn ions, yea, with mardertand rapinez « 

vec b dentterly decayed ;.and many thou- 

ovey | fands: of people: undone, many poor 


de! = dows and'orphansſaccourleſle,, and- 
Tu *harbc leſle, ready to periſh; all theſe. 
g the fad eff-@s of a civil (bur 
et theſe are not (the. .- 


F watre's 


Fen yet enumerated, are withont ws, nor 
Mo they derrat from our eternall hap= 


bu \intelleflum, theſe xemporall judge- 
«ments do, or ſhould bring us to the 
conſideration of the- caaſe, ( namely 
e | 4). and conſequently toa: detefiation 


ble, then theſe which are withowt ww, 
ur wander flending is blinde; our wil 


; | affeibors are 10 naive , that no 
|| kingdom, nonotour own;-is at ſuch 
..] +diſcord, 'as weare within our ſelves : 
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-. = ſt of our wſeries,' our condition:is'. 
bd: | y&-more wretched : For all that have 


?; but rather adde to it. AfGFis: | 
of it; bur the diftrattions which are - 
"within aw, make us much more miſera-' 


perverſe, and prompt to-allevil, »the 
| #4 luſteth againſt the ſpirit ,; and our: 
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which is the chief cauſe that God is ſo 
"offended with -us-: + Fhls, ,and _ 
AG 
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Nowthough) we we ware theſe tings ag th 
notto be 're , yet we ſhoulc | [gok: 
be Fo ſence Ne ar and ſtupid asto fight [4 A 
ements under which we lye jr 
Bate, ollicirousto removethe eaſe [# pole 
them, thattheeffe#s may be removed | find 
alſo. Sin and tranſ; oninfivelſc n we finde }* ry 
to be the canſe » a Tainke confeſſin, | x "Ar 
with contrite hearts for that whichwe ]® 
haue formerly committed Sand amend. | 
went of life for thefurure with earn} ? 
projer to Godto take off bis heavy hatid, | 
muſt be the cure. We muſt fay Wi! 
3-46;themin the Lamentations, Let us ſhare 
oy wayer, and turn LE efoth 
Lord, Let ui lift wy our heart! with in 
"hands unto God in the beavens, and. [9 
we have tranſgreſſed and rebelled. * © 
But we are. farre ftom taking the 
Tight courſe to remove theſe judgments, 
 ..onely. we "look back to former times, 
* and comparing ours with thoſe, we | 
conclude them'tq be happy, and ows 
Ro moſt miſcrable ; we complain and mur- 
mare,thats all we do.1t cannotbe deni- 
: Sr Nuh ours at this preſent may” pu- 
| Cexceed the worlt df timer, 
| if we gi (itn der the dearthand ſeatcity 0 [18 
* all manner of food, and necefſaries :. the 
.muſcaſonableneſſe of weather , deſtroy- 
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toe as {ing the fruits of the earth, aplain' pro- 


dnet bk oſtique of famineto enſue: theland + 
Nlieke almoſt deſtroyed with dsfra&ions, and; 


£ 
£ 
$ 


Iyer [divifions,yea, with mwrdersand rapine; ©: 
of [Indentterly decayed, and manyrhou- 
oveq [Hands: of people undone, many poor -/': 
nds {avidows and orphans ſaccourleſie,, and : 
Ty. Iarbourleſle, ready to periſh; all theſe 
being the fad eff-2s of a civil-(bura 
| Hoody ) watre : yet theſe are not the 
4 worft of our weſeries, our condition'is'/ 
4 {| yet more wretched - For all that have 
een yct enumerated, are withoxt xs, nor 
\ they derrat from our eternall Jap- 
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4 p#eſe ; but rather adde to it. Afbis" 

_ | «et intelleflum, theſe yemporall judge» 
9, {ments do, or ſhould bring us to the 
j confideration of the- cawſe, ( namely 
Sin!) and conſequently toa: detefiation 
4 | of it: bat the diftrattions which are - 
6 | within, make us much more miſera-' 
e | ble, then theſe which are without mw; 
> 


Our anderflanding is blinde, our will 
perverſe, and prompt to-all evil, -the 

, | f*>luſteth againſt the ſpirit ,' and our 

, | «ffef5ons are {0 inordinate , 'that no 

b kingdom, nonot our own, is at ſuch 

'; diſcord, as weare within our ſelves : 

"Which is the chief cauſe that God is ſo 

offended with -us-: this , and onely.. - 
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this males us miſcrable indeed, Ft 


It were therefore to be wiſhed, thatas well, 
Hook back tothe condition ofour predeceſſors {#'? 
{ wewould ba/axce our ves with theirs:& qc 
thenwe ſhould be forced:to confeſſe, thagh® 
they were not ſogreat ſinners as we are; and 
therfore their puniſhments ought to be leſſe {The 
then ours,by the rule of proportion of. Gods Inſt 
juſtice: and ( conſidering this) we wd uld” | {ther 
ſoonlay:downtheſe complaints, &betake our Jihycr 
ſelves to ſome expedient,to ſe the wrath ]adbe 
of God.Beſides, if we would bis take notice. Iyhey * 
of the courſe they took, when either: they Yes" 
felt,or feared the heavy hand of God ;\we {mi 
ſhould confefle, that they deſerved more fe-. Ima 


vor from Godthen we do: and weleſſepity. 
from him, then they. Tolcaveother things 
andto paſſe by their ſanity and piety of lite, two 
{which the greater it was, the harderitss  }'An 
for our imitation:) They had, and applyed: | \mic 
not-onely «cure for their afflitions when | the 
they bef:ilchem , but an Huridere too. And + 
this was Prejer : Inall their diffculties,they |: of 
hadrecourſe toprazer, as aſpeciall ſantiwey | Rs 
to flee too;hoping (nay IE ob- - by 
tain' any thingat Gods hands by. it- - Were 054 
they at any time in denger of enemies , Fey | 
had recourſe to God by prayer. And how 
prevalent: it was, ever with God, appear- 
ethby thatnotable placein Zxedue; when | |= 
#5 Fe 7oſond % 


| $6 fought againſt the eAwnalekites, tixods | 
as wallldes lift up his hands to God, and 1ſraet 70% 
fare Sealed , and when he let. down his © 
ire.2Muds,  Amalck prevailed, So that it was 


$o& 1'4 ' 


hae fot Foſbnahs {word, but Hoſes prayer, 
{fat overcame the Awalekies, | : 
leſſe [\The Children of Rube» and Gad fight ar »chx5» 
Gods Feinſtthe Hegerstes,8 one hundred thouſand ****: 
ou Jifthem were deliveredintotheir hands;for 7 
Our ſiloycryed to God mthe bartelI (faith the text) 
rath ad he was entreated of tbem, becauſe they put T 
tice, Jihey truſt in bimw. The Afoabites and Ammo- 
hey Ter came' in great multitudes'to fight a» + 
oat nes Hebeing in fear okthem, .: 1 ? 
made: his addreſſz to God, by prayer, and q 
hid.” O our God, we baveno might againil this 2:51 
eat company that cometh againſt us , neither "3 
3 we what to do, but our eyes are upon tee, E 
And the Lord turned the-forces of .higene« ' +} 
[ mics one upon another, andthey deſtroyed | -* | 
themſelves. | | Lt: $4 | A 
{* ' Hezetiah prayed againſt Senacherib king « wh 
'of Aſyria, that invaded his kingdom with 75+ 5 
a mighty army, and the Lordſentan Angel ** s 
by. night into the camp, and deſtroyed 
'185 000. of them. © * - 
\..Zera the Ethiopsaw. cane inſt kin 2. Che: 
| Aa with an boſtof a End thouſand as | 
| i 4ſs having 5$0009..to oppoſe img  , 3 


n 
: 
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3 hn © Divine mm 
= 2, Chr. 14. FHeerjedtothe Lordand ſaid, 1: 34 nethals them 
- 6.&  mwiththee to help , whither with many, @10* 
i2 with thems that have no power. Helg ulliurre * 
E Lord our God, for we reſt onthee, oli by ' 
Yy and the Ethiopians were utterly roiitſheins ſ 
- and ſlain.  Mya10! 
! Plal.s6.g, King David found the force of prajliine; a" 
S er cff:Avall in this kinde, forhelaith yrs 
Whes 7 cty tothee, then ſhall mine entmint utes © 
turu back. There are diverſe otherex- nl 2 6 
amples of this naturein holy writ». ]"n 
[ In the caſe of famine , we may le |ytajec 
} Jam, 5. 19. What Saint 7ames writes of Elias, that 
F 28, be prayed earneſtly, that it might notrain, ub 
3 - and it rained wot onthe earth by the Fpace | yr 
of three yeers and ſix moneths. eAnd:he | 
prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, \{ed. 
3 and the earth brought forth her frut. he 
' x.King1g. Semmel having terrified the people | 
& 18. for their ingratitude , by thunder and 
rain in harveſt, was entreated bythe | fc 
2 34.12.18 P<OPle 10 pray 10 God on their bebalf to | Cl 
Ls withdraw that judgement from them | 
which he did. 
Yetalittlcneerer to our ſelves,, 
The peopleinthe abſence of Hoſes, | 4 
_ . cauſe eLeroy to make a golden Caf; | Hi 
7 - Gedis highly diſpleaſed with them, and | '2 
Ex. 32,16. faith to Moſes, Ler me alone, that Imay | 
| 22.14, conſume them. Xoſes beſonght the _ I 
= 5 F- © 
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| Mothiy the / 2 and-he Was appeaſed. 
Tolp my 
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Jon 344 I6 ? 


articular caſes we''finde. 74cob Gen. 32 g, 


6. bs 
aſe [yrajed for deliverance from the wrath = 
"Wat Yothis brother Eſaw, and had it. Hay. 1.Sam. 1.12. | 
'#'v, (wbfrom barrenneſſc of womb, and the +4 
pace | rd heard her. By: prajer, Feremiah Jer. 40. 
«le | yas comforted in the dwvgeon,and relea- 
0, [{d. Daniel faved from the violence of Dan. 6.28. 
the ons. 7ob was preſerved upon the 


ple | wnghil. The Thief found Paradiſe upon Luk. 3 43, | 
nd the Croſſe, AGE Pore was" delivered "4 
he { fom*-prifon © by the - prayers of the AR. 22-5-_ 
fo { Chur p | GETS, VERSES Wm 
w |'Tf any wanted neceſſares,they prayed 


to God for them. As 7acob for bread, Gen. 28.20. 
. | andraimenr. If for wi/lem to manage "0 
+ | theircalling, as Solvmon,he begged; and x.Kin. ; g. | 
had it in large meafure;"If ory lay ftk. 
. | *anddefired health, as Hexekiab : upon 2,Kin.20.5 
| His prayer to God, he had not onely the | 

Fentcnce of death revoked, but fifreeh 
m_ 4 * yeers 


| 
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| 


A —— —— _ _” : YO IE PE ns 
: os _ : 5 . 4+ 
« , 
3 
5 
0 
2 oq 


yeers added 2 to Foun life. T $1 gn 108) 
In the new Teſtament we fine 4 \ 


duty'in great eſtimation. Our $424 
( to Feng: us,. not that hehada 
himſelf.) oft rimes.uſtdto, Lt 
” Lue 21 36 gayeusarule, Pray a/wanes. Sod 
1.Thef. 5, Apoltle Pav/, Pray wmithont ceaſing, | £ 
. 27. the Fathers and Dodtours inthe. Pra 4 
tive church gave prayer many encominay 
ſtiling it the &e7 of fa yo xradtife 
it oftner thenany. other religi w. | 
Nay inthoſe times, ( as the. by 
may .intime be corrupted )-ſome ee 
were. ( the-P/aliani. or Enchire that 1k A 
-_ r9je4fo much, thatth:y which hou 
har of it .( faith: 4v fine). 
: thinkitincredible;. pr yo were there « 
-numbred among the wept 
- age. Theirerrour grew, upoatl |= | 
,underſtanding of. thoſe wards: of a ar | fo 
Saviesr, _ of the Apofte, of pri 
alwayes, "ard withowr ceafong, which( 's | 
'the Fathers FRO them,). was , that 4 


robe lamented cy in, pts very 
Te of heavy and bitter afflidtions, 
when heaven it ſelf, the elements, andall 
STEAPKTES el ſeem to be ſenſible ot. 


4% 


__ 


", 1 Contemplations. 7 : 
«$ 1; we ( Ifay ) do notſomuchas 3 
Wink of amendment of /ife, nor ſeek we 
! God by prayer, butin theſe extremi- 
þ have recourſe tothe arms hap 
jy, upon our. own ſtrength and wiſ- 
1 we,then which(Godbeing © neglected ) 
vg is more No helpleſſe.Nay, 
ig ( already ) ſtricken, wehavenor Jer  q; 
Wah *S) being ( almoſt ) conſumed, we 
actile we refuſed fo.-recesve connaliieg. We 
8 dityline made our faces harder: then a rock, 
beve refuſed to: return, And as it : 
c Whereis in the prophet Z{goraney;: Tatbas If. TATE 
| (a day like: ours ) did the Lord God 


hf 6ef- call to wee 2 iT a par 16 


reve | bh, \ Ad bebeld joy nneſs/ = TH 
10a js W oxen , and kiling ſheep , __—_— ating fleſs, 
uy [addrinking wine. Let us eat 
ro morrow we ſhall die. Infomuch , | 
'# .may again take up that complaint 
ich hedid long Ge. In vain have Jer. 2 2.36. } 
7 f witten your children, they received 
"0 correftion. Andit's no marveile ( we 
coming ſo ſhort in this duty of prayer; 
:of thoſe which have- gone before us) 
*that all the e/ements conſpire againſt us ; 
nor is it wonder, if we ra daily the re- 
"venging hand of God ( which prajeronly 
(as it were)tyes up)in greater meaſure, 
"then they telt it. There» 
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Thereforeare we much tobeblamegdity ÞD! 
for though we conceive, that Gagdſjat'is t© 
judgements lye. heavier upon us thee Of | 
upon any. Nation of former ages, yadiny 12) 
we procraſtinate , and pur off from ygllthe 4% 
this wholſome remedy of prayer,” Ourlit P77 
neceſlitiesare preſent, why ſeek wenorW and 
for preſent help? Do we know whis #2" 
ther we ſhall have time to pray while Þ je hav 
too morrow? how dare wethen pro- 4 het 
miſe ſo much to our ſelves? The 2&4. {lit 
bl of the fooliſh Yirgins ſhould teach Ire" 
us to take the preſent time :'for none 9! 
ever eſcaped unpuniſhed that negleted ve 
and let ſlip the tive and* opportunity of JW 
Gods mercy. The Prophers counſell was; | itt 


Seek, the Lord while he may be found ; call | id 
ork whitr ht men.* fone! 1% om 
We are daily frighted with 
fears, and' thoſe not cauſekeſle; "one 
plague, one man ſuceceds another, 


nor are we free either within or with- 
out us from divine vengeance, Intheſe 
extremities what more preſent remedy 
or help can we finde, then by calling 
upon God, and caſting 'our cares upon 
him ? Ir a»y aff: #ed ( faith the Apoſtle) 
Let him pray. 1f croſſes, dangers, fick- 
neſſe, warre, famine, peſtilence, tem- 
peſtuous weather, want, or other cala- | 


4 Contemplations. 
Wed by hutig over our heads-or befall us, 
tis to be done? Lee ws-pray. Tf the 
5 theylice of our finnes trouble us { as well 
\, ej pr Wee the fear of eternall death, 
1 yepive wages of fn Yafflict us, Lee ws pray: 
 Ourſp jp prayer is the life, and ſoul of the 
'<nop ſul, and ſo nermtss = a duty, ſo neceſſa» 
whis ty that the foul, health, life AY; and all 
ts have depend upon it. 
pro. {Then why do we ſo much negle&'ir, 
a4. || i þ little regard it? why have wenot 
«6 exqurſe to God by daily and fervent 
rs ? eſpecially in theſe times, when 
" [chave more needof his help and ſac- 
Five then ever before; The Cherch is 
'Trentand torn, the X ingdom diſtrated, 
ad even at the brink” of ruine and de- 
 [{nRtion. Can webehold theſe deſola- 
y | tows with dry eyes , without bleeding 
e [tearts ? ſhall we not deprecate Gods 
; | anger, and imprecate his favour, and 
J become humble ſuppliants to him, -- 
| pardon our great and manifold fins, an 
to avert theſe his heavy our 
-from us ? ſhall the heauens ſeem to 
moxry and ſhall not we , ſhallwenot? 
& Tf a man have loſt all thath: poſſel- 
ſed, and become blinde , lame, and in- 
firme, this man muſteither beg or farve 
and periſh. Certainly we have loſt by 
ous 


20 


ourtranf; —— Go allthe codelgh | 
and herewith all the. «gp and. gracyfCb bon 
of grace andnature; whatthenre: an plcaſ 
but that like beggers we cry/at the galffpn us, 
of Gods mercy ? when all otherrew Bark 
dies fail us , prayer is. onely left,us,hd Ch 
then we negle& the lifting up.of ali{vid © 
eyes, our hearts, our hands to Gol] - 
marveile if he letlooſe the ns 
calamities ,' mileries, and afflie 
ruſh in upon us. ” "oy bs .,” falc 
For the #egle# of this duty. ales rjer, locher 

the > mourns ; ha. eahet of \thet 

- projer the true worſhi 

_ . for.negleft of p1 : 
ſcom.to to our. ne 
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wen doth periſs, and he 
| of prudent mens hid: Gor nepal 
er all vertueang goodnes hath ra 
the land; and an inundation of wicked |! 
nefle bath overflowen i it, and brous! | 0 
theſe heavy judgements into it. Jy j4 
But ſome may fay ,, whatneed theſe! For 

motives & exhortations to prayerfhave” | 4's 
we not prayed theſe ſeven yeers palt? | Er? 
have we not ſpznt whole dayes toge- | Mt 
ther in this duty, & yet we findenoeq# |; 
of our troubles, no comfort in-ouraffli»' 
Rions,bur rather daily adaitionrtothem” | 
| | Tis s KF ; 


Conteniplitions ER. 


ha ſis true, thar intheſe great diſtraRions Anſw. 
SracCburch and common-wed'th,God hath 
-maingſn p pleaſed ( as it were ) to hide himſelf 
ne ou us, and to neglect our prayers, But 
; M1 w & bath oft times befaln other ſtates 
d Churches before us. How often did 
fa q *n { complain of this in histime, as 
d,q mie may read in manyof his Plalms? 
© of 4; Lord wilt thow hide thy (elf for I ſal. 89, ic | 
', ſhall thy wrath burn like fire? So 
n 13. 1.44. 24 88, 14.and diverſe 
py W places God by the prophets and 0- 
thet his Sainrs uſed this merephore ; 
It - {a any 7 times, in their own caſes, as ob. Job 13. 24. 2 
berefore hideft then thy face, and beldeſ# 1fa. 57.17. 7 
Wir chin enemy. $0 God by the Pro- Jer 54.8. 
bet.as 7 bid me and was wroth. AndiIns 7, TON 1 
1 hi Wile wrath 1 hid my face fromthee. And Ia. 64. 7-4 | 
4 Meena, T hav: bid my face from thi .-< 
eg [ty. And 1 the Prophet Ezekiel Thie 
al #7 face from them. Andlaſtly, Eſay on 
by [the behalf of thepeople, Thow baſt hid 
thy face from xs, and bail conſumed us 
ſe. Thad; it is rhe nature and condition-of 
e. ft:@ion,to perſwade thoſe that are un- 
F ; os to think, that God) is abſent from 


'T { But the reaſons why Goa ſeetnsto be 

| ſo; and not toanſiver Our prajervare 

F. theſ lc, among others, « ©" . 
es 1 It 


- <8 

: 4 
4 © 3 ES”: 
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I, | It" is for ſane committed 2» and , uroof, © 
penitency following that God ſeemglolsff0” 
. leave is, 7 whirl 
 - 2, , Becauſe the prayers we make, uſo 50" 
| the time when Gods judgements alhdl#P*” 
upon us, are not framed arighe, _ Al / eck 
3, Laſtly, God. ſ:ems to be able» 52 
and not to bear and anſwer our projet 6 | 
according to- our expeation, forouſſ6e"? 7: 
own good , and for cauſesbeſt1 
to himfelf. ©, Juck 
x; The whole currant of Scriprurermayiben 
informe us, that Ged never abſent; {4 


£5 8 


hy "FP t 


H 
himſelf, or hides his face from any prr- Jus # 
ſon, or nation, but for une, and impeni- Is by 
cence. Moſes in his ſong ( ſetting torth {'% 
2 ' the rebellions, idolatry, and other finnes | 
| Deu 3319: of the fews ) faith : hen the Lord Wis 
\ *0 ſaw this , he abborred them, &c. eAnd | a 


” 


: ſaid, I will hide my face from them, &«. | 
{ 2. Chr. 24. So the propher Zechariah to king foaſt, | have 
q 20. and the people , Why tranſgreſſe Jt the nd 
commandments of the Lord that ye ear \* 
wot proſper : becauſe ye buve forſaken | 
the Lord he hath alſo forſaken you- God. | 
A ( by the wiſe man ) tells the wicked; 
| FPre.1.24. Becanſe 7 have called and ye bave.reft | 
| 325 »ſed, T have ftretched out my hand; and no \ ® 
mas regarded: But ye have [et at newght L 
«ll my connſells , and would none of ®J | 
TT ns - reproof | © 
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and. , wroof, Cc. When Jour fear cometh As Pro: 1.27, 7 

amglelarion, and yorr. defiruttion eomerh I 

_ avtirlwinde: when diſtreſſe and ane =_ 

ke, hw comerh upon you. Then ſrallthey 28, } 

Nts a upon me, but 1 will not anſwer : they i 
-» hl ſock meearly. but they fall not finde 3 
«bfealbe. And God (by Efay ) complaining ifs. 1. 15, | 

waa the the rebellion of 7=deb, faith, _ : 
orofWhen you fpread forth your hands, I will 

lownſide 1240 £765 from you 2 yea, when you 

. + Tmake many prayers, I will not hear » your 

emephbends are blood. So it is in ferems- 1 

(err; bh, Fhenthey faſt , I willnot hear their Jer. 14+ 1%" 
Per Jar, but I will conſume them by the ſword, 

eni= Jana by the famine, and by the peftilence. 

oth ['&:d +54es not his face from his friends. It 

nes [4s fr,and 5mpenitence that is the cauſe of 4 

ord this «b/exce, Thou haſt hid thy face from Efa 64 7. | 

Tnd | 1,andbaft conſumed n,hecauſe of our tn- 59 *: 

Fe, | wurtics, faith Eſay. And your wiquities 1 

tb, | have ſeparated between you-and your God, Fe. 29.23.) 

the ) and your fins have hid hu face from you. | 

And God (by the prophet Ezek.) ſaith, Pro,r8.g. 
They treſþ aſſed againſt me, therefore Thid = 

| Byface from ther. | 

' Hethattarneth away his ear from hear- 

#ng the law, even his prayer ſhall be abo- Jer.7: 16, 
Wiration, We may read, that God forbad 

| 4x, to pray for the impenitent 
7ews,Pray not then for this people ( 3) 

| c 
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Jr 9.16. he Jnedther lift up cxyes or boat 
"Þ neither make interceſſion to Me, {ys 
: 'Þ wot hear thee, The man that was ay 
* of his. blindnefſe, . coald tell the 74 
{Job 9.31. know that God beareth not" Fl 
2 meaning the unrepentant. I 
But if any man be ſo plun ged i ind 5 kk 
ſecurity of ſinne., that befis feel i nh Mite peel 
ſelf no provocations totrue repentanyJis, nt! 
his beſt way. tocure this evil is, tos _ fear, - 
fader and weigh with himſclf, thathe 
(miſerable creatare ) hath rodo wi ithan I 
eternal! and immortall God, that ſery,and 
| hears all things , before wh oM,'th 
| Job 4 18, eLpels nor the heavens are clean 
© 15.15. thatthere'sno way to avoid his judge | 
| _ ment, unlefle he ſeriouſly repent :\and. had v 
uire carefully -into his &d-[i 
life: and if he finde himſelf rol : 'Fo 
with many ſinnes ; he may con 
thar there are infinite more" in him | 
which hecannor ſee, but Gods Srl 0 
ing eye doth diſcover, and deteſt. And Jown 
therefore , may reaſon thus with him» | yai 
ſelf, If the whole world ' ſhould ap» |\ 
pland my ations, and veile my /ſiwe! | as 
-with the name of vertwe, yet" can I not 
. eſcape the juſt cenſure, and judgement | and. 
of God. 1 muſt ſooner or latter, appear | ar 
before that alſceing, and hearing yuage, | 
| an 
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ried render an accompt of all my evil 
 Twilhn 
 cunfior? why abſtain T not from finne ? 
dddiligence, to amend my life ? Cers 
_ any, if thus we would do, unfeigned= 


ay, without hypocrifie, and caFupon 


war and works; Why then bluſh T 


hy do I not endeavour with all care, 


f 


[, burfach as neither ſtand withthe 
| glory of God, nor the good of our 


[ownſſou/s. Andin theſe caſes,no mar- 
vaile if God anſwer not our petitions. 


| We ought therefore tobeg.ſuch things, 
|8xe fit for God togive, and for #sto 


receive : and theſe are, fuſt, Spirir wall, 


and heavenly. And ſecondly, Corporat, 
and temporall. | 


147 receive not, becauſe ye ach amiſſe.- 
And we may erre, and as& amiſſe, both 
: iithe matter,and the manner. 

| For the wazter,' we may ask things 
wt onely «2profirable, and hurtfull to - 


"1," The beſt of Spiritual good | 
We - has B Aa 


| 
us 
MN 
* 
s- 26.21 
5 © . 
W - 


God, of which our Saviour aid, 


26. Divine ÞþF 
things, is the Sumnmun bonum, TE "Ri v0 
chiet good :  Eternall b/ ſſedw(eie th 
which indeed is the Epitomee of alt. 
good things ; and tonſiſts in the fra 
ition of the beatificall Uifion of | W K 
in his glory and kingdom , Where thayhys. 
are pleaſures for evermore. There atalny oc 
other fprricualls too , that we mays lilee 
lawfully pray for ; as the knowledge ofll. nc 
| byes 1 
Thi uc life eternall , that they may buns Vigy fa 
thee, the onely true God, and Jelw Ire 
Chriſt , whom thou haſt ſent, As allo ini 
Faith , Hope, Charity , and alloiker Jr 
graces of the Holy Spirie. Theſegood Jhings 
things we may , nay we oughtto py Thr ov 
earneſtly for 6 | YI j affe 
2. Corperalland temporall bleſing things 
are health of body , deliverance from Toke 
dangers;for food,and ſuſtenance,peac-Þ* See 
able times, and many other of thisi-Jfjq n 


oy 


ture. and theſe may be lawfully prajeeſhe ) x] 


for, yet not without condition, FoJiits jr 
whereas many times they do morefa chil 
karm. ( being obtained ) then goodTwo 
they muſt thetefore be prayedfor will thing 
this limitation, as farre as they ſhall "bleſſe 
conduce to Geds glory, and our OWl|neirh 
ſalvation. But ſurely, we many timeFare t 


ak thoſe things, which ſtand in opp all co 
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thikion to both theſe , - whereby it falls 


-[ehit, that God will nothearus accord- © 


Ae to our wi//, though he hear usfor 
ir 200d. We are like-little childrem 
veany times, that will even with 
irs beg of their fathers, things which 
Wy do them harm, as knives, and 
matelike ; yet their fathers in diſcretion 
*4yill not grant them. So God (who 
ad thoyes us with greater afteaion- then 
wy iny father loves his children, nay 
more then we love our ſelves )gn his 
dine wiſdom conſults , what is"be 
ir 'br our good, and denies us thoſe 
mM Jhings, which we fooliſhly ask, ro 
"9 Tar own detriment , and in his father- 
1 [ effe&5on, and mercy, grants thoſe 
lings things, which he knows zeedful/, and 
10M Ifrofitable for us. 
Acer See what Saint Bernard excellent! 
*1-16id upon this ſubje&. T beleeve ( fait 
4eePhe) that the Petstsons of the heart, con- 
FoMifts in three things, nor do I ſee, what 
Whachildof God oughtto praytor befides, 
200Two of them are remporall; the good 
vith things of body and ſox: thethird,is the 
halll Seſedneſſe of if eternall, Marveile not 
Wneither,that I ſaid, corporall/ good things 
Mare to be prajed for of God, becauſe 
PO7'All corporal! are his, aſwell as frrituall. 
a AN ' B2 Therefore 


_- 


Detriplici - * 
modo orois - 
ſerm. 5. im 
quadrages, 


- ; Divine - I 
Therefore they aretobe expeRtedin og. 


him by prayer , whereby. we mayhi; 

{trengthned in his Grvian, Yet wealth 

to pray oftner , and more fervently ful 

the wants of the ſox; thatis,-tookllhe 

tain Gods grace, and the vertues of th hel 

ſoul: no lefſe are we to do for. eternally; C 
{ife, where both ſoul and 0d wi lheleo 7; 

in perfe& blifle. Therefore in th | 

three, as they are petitions of the he 

we are to beware-of theſe things, $# Us py 

"y 75.in the firſt : Inpority int ky > © ſtar 

and Pride in the third, Formy y Loed 

times Temporal things are deſi.ef 

pleaſiere : vertnes and graces for of 

150 ; and ſome ( perhaps) - 


Etereal life in humility , but in con ao Ft. 
dence of their merits, Nor do Ifp 

this, but that when a man hathre ey 

. grace, 55 a ves him confidence top 


bur yet it becomes him not to _ 
fidence in or by that grace, to chna/an d 
thathe prayes for. Theſe graces arel 
given, onely to.conferre this upon hinyſ [5 pe 
to hope for greater things from that other 
.hand , that beſtowed the other; Ia] 6,, 
therefore our prayer for T emporalls, bs [thou 
reſtrained to necefſaries : Let thatprgy|| 
.er.which is made for the goodof tit[z14 | 


Soul » be free from all s»pariey, andin- dow 
tent 


” te EE otras Hes 
was, My : bs 4 
As « 4 »; 


Contemplations. 29 


bronely to the good pleaſure of God: 
d let that prayer which is made for 
wall fe, be 1n all hnavility, preſam- 
*s as is faid) onely upon -Gods 


2. We may errealſo,in the mamrer of 
ter ra #9ing, many wayes, which cauſe our 
in ” ers to become fruitleſſe.. | 
rET, We prey many times co/dly , and 
* pttu dick without "attending to 
at we pray for, Surely conſidering 
74 Ji all our fafety, happinefſe, and 
ws — ins only upon God, and that 
ur 'geare to ſeek for it no where elſe; 
" , IT 1” at were it not for Gods rad 
j ah T codnefſe,' we ſhould; periſh for 
_ WY We ſhould therefore as: (as ofs 
; Fl 12s we make our addrefſeto him by 
* ) aft our ſelves (as it were ) | 
at of ourſelves, and lay aſide all ter- 
: 2 p ne cares ; and enenmbrances; which 
b+ erwife may hinder , 'andtrouble us, 
| performance of that duty. Bur, if 
"R NR we ſer our ſelves to Prayer, or 
®|other Spiricnall excrciſes, we come 
Carat, and ſuffer cvil and fooliſh 
/ thoughts to poſſeſſe our mindes', ſuf- 
"7 [ring 'our ſelves to be carried away, 
[and our thoughts to wander up and 


Gown; theſe prayers are in the ſight of 
= eg | God, 


'30 ' Divine 
God, but hypecrific, and abowint 
nor can they receive any gracious ay 


 ſ#er from him, for how can we ca P 


ceive, that Ged Will bear us, when w 
bear not our ſelves > Would we hy 


God mindefwull of us, when we are 10t 
we Pray for? And if we Pray th 
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| mindefull of our ſelves, nor minde tht Ys 
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4 careleſlely, is it not expedient, tharG a 
; ould ſhake of this frigidity andext 
$ cie from us, by withholding hik | 
ES ſiſtance ? Ini timide Fogarty docet' hs prot 
Cf g475. A cold and Po % a c 
+ deſerves a negative anſwey. = "We 
:- 2, Whatif we Pray without, 14% 


and confidence to be heard, dou wy ig of - 
* the divine promiſes ſo frequently .ms 
| ple rs. inScripture ? as Callupon we in way ace 
| wu $8.9. of trouble, and [will deliver thee, At mM 
A Than ſhalt call, aud theLord Ss " | your: 


23 
5 
eb 


fwer, thou ſhalt ery, and be ſpall ſay, here kind 
| Marr 1.24 ] ans, And What things ſcever ppt rienc 
| when ye pray, beleeve that ye receiv "were 
them, and ye ſpall bave them. When| ar 
our Seaviexr was importuned by the fi] 1 

ther of the deaf and dumb childs; 
whom' the diſciples could not cure;|. 
_. Chriff told him (hoakkg him fay, I] 
9.22.23. hou canſt do any thing ) If thou canſtbe- 
derve all things are 7, ble to hims Fw 

eveln. 


-* 
| | Contemplations. 2x 
ini Mepeth- That is, there's nothing ; but 
"us dCi can , and will do for them thax 
[+ con bel: eve. If ( I ſay ) we dexbt of theſe and 
en welthe like promiſes, we deprive him of - 
 hayefftis'g/or7,and do ( what 'in us lies ) to 
rengdderra# from his merey and truth, and 
ethetmake God our enemy,inſtead of hears 
" thiadand granting our petitions. Certainly} 
Ge beleove men, fo often fallifying 
oetheir words, why beleeve we not, 
ke Ibor diſtruſt God, rhat connet Ie ? whoſe 
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few : 'p al iſes £2 C brift are Tea and Amen - Meb. 6 18 1 
| epecially conſidering , that his incom- < *.* wt 
W- pre . @ " 


le Powerand mercy are joyned WES LOTY 


Ws, Jeith his #@tb, It's the cuſtom among 
pofnens to confide in thoſe, that arewil-' 
md Plvg , and able to; help us ; with what - 
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7 Th: then can we diſtruſt God, ſo rrxe 


be| mark or print of Faith appears in ns? 
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who «an 'perſwade himſelf that { 

prajersare heard ? o + i 
3. Again, we erre in the 14 

our propers, "if we do not ſo rempy 
and-conform our owne w:/, that it mayſ 
become wholly: ſubje# to the will 
God : obſerving what is agreeablety 

hiswill, in what we ought to pr A - 
andin whatnot, in what Sa 9-469 © 
miſed to hear ns,& in what he hath no not | -38,0t 

promiſed: not murmuring atany muſe | 
is laid upon us by him, but. beg wing uy $4] 30! 
with thankſgiving , and bleſſingohiy is | 
holy -Name for it, And Gel þ i | fa 
as and of right he may exaZ.-ix an $-3ec 

fo obſequious and obſer 

him, as that we make enquiry-intia{'? 
Ford, with all modeſty, and reyeren wi . | 
concerning thoſe things which he h 
promiſed , and to wait with: petal 
andaſſured bope for his _ Y 
his own- time; leaving to him afwel 
what,as when ſcems him good,not ws, A 
ſcribing to his wiſdom and omnipoten-] 
cy either te or, manner. For it were | © 
an intollerable arrogancy , if wretched | - 
and mortall men, ſhould afſume ſuch ] * 
power over their Creator, as to fubje&] * 
him to their appetite , and not toſub- | 
mit wholly to his goed willand a 58 


o L , o 
" $44- 
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it f ch it hoknoweth what is better for than; 
then they th:mlſelves. This Saint rw 6 
khew {ip when he faid ,*Th# #the "I 
_ bonfiderce which we bawve Far tf r. Jo.4.144 
it majſiwe ak, 2129 thing according tobwwsll, he | 
mn f Tr eth #4, And God himſelf ( by-the 
bletg , + intimates as much. 6. an Ia. 46. Go 
5 lap] on, | « table time have Theardthee, and'inu 
wes | dey of: [aluation have Thelped thee ; that 
noe [i watthat time,which I have determined 
miſe [n-my wiſdom, and providence. There- 
ing3t 4 fore in © praying for terrene, and tem- + | 
*: W 4 Fx brary things, (ſach as we beg under 
lay i he title of deily bread, ) we are toſub- 
t our ſelves toGods fatherly will; and 
tc Wifire themif it ſtand ww's < his good 
leaſere : if not ; we muſt yeeld tohim 
i a filial obedience, and patiently endure 
what he ſhall lay upon us, as long as/he 
| pleaſerh. King David'(in his-exile;)did 
Who: as'appears by his ſpeech to. Zadoe 
ll "*the Prieſt ; Carry back the Ark» of the 2. Sam. x1 
xe} -Zord. ( faith he ) into-thecity. If 3 foal 31-8 
et | \ finde favorr in the eyes of the Lord; he © 
wilbring me again , and ſhew mo both ir, 
| -andbic habitation ; But if betbus ſay s 7 
| / have no delight in hims , behold, here am 1, 
| -et him dote _ ſeemeth 90d to hinw. 
So the: Le petition 6 his cere, Mz at, 


x 
Lard sf the mT canſt: makes me - "Yall 
| k 5 cleats 


—_ -— 


Abb - Dovine: + * 1 

> ; Clean. The like requeſt did onr Savi-[thy 
Mit. 22.42. oxr make before his death. Father if 

; - thou be willing , remove this cup from|} 

we ; nevertheleſſe, not my will, but \ 

thine be done, | 

4+. Another errour in. our Prayers, | of thy 

and which may obſtru the paſſage | me » 

oPthem, is an everweening of ourown | upor 

worth, if we aſcribeany thing to-our | npor 

own merits, and expe&to be heerdthe | ther 

1 rather for them. Therefore it wereb- | fery: 

Ver.ſerm.4. ter for us, to follow Bernard: tule, | yert 

panrerent. rather to hide, then to brag of our | 

works, if we have any :'as or 

poor people when they begge an alms,  } [any 

put not on fine clothes, but ragges, } co! 

and diſcover their ſores, and naked-- } the 

nefle ,' to. make men inclineable to pi-{ lia 

ty.. And indeed, what have we to- - 

he 

NC 

ot 

At 

| 

ll 

1 

\ 


2, 


boaſt of ? Whatſoever good we do, | 
is meerly of the grace of God, notof. | + 
the mer: yn the doer,, _ of the Lyn 
W-. caſare of his will, to the glory of bu 
3 Cor. arte -So that be that ek, if 
;  $anetto glory in hinſelf , but inthe Lora 
who giveth, to. whom he pleaſeth- |. 
Aeritnum menm miſeratio demi, laith 
Auſt. My merit,is the mercy and good- 
5 neffe of the Lord. The ſame Avid. up- 
RoPGs.n33.0n the words [ forſakenerthe work. of 
Ro < 


— 
———C _ 
. 


= 


7 
. 


of work of my hands , for I fear, if thou 


; mes, then merits, This I onely pray, 
1! ſpeak , and deſire: Forſake not the wor k 


| pon thine own, thou wilt crows it; Tf. 
"then we acknowledgenotour own mi- 


{reverence , and that we' are nothing, 
jor leſſe then nothing : or if we-be 


k upon thar, thou ſhalt finde more 


of thy hands. Look _ thy work in 
me, not my work : for if thou look 
upon mine, thou wilt condemn it, if 


fry, and our manifold frailties and im- 
perfections, with all ſubmiſſion, and 


| liable and ſubjet every moment [to 


- not this, but Pherifaicallypreſumeupon 


\_Pwublican ) we ſhall confeſſe our un- 


'  & aw not worthy 


- with Z/ap, 1 —_—_— auclean Fips. Iſa. $7.3 
S111 B | 


any thing, that we are but duſt, and 
corruption, and a maſſe, infeted with 
'the poyſon of finne ; and ( for that } 


+dtath here, and eternall condemnation 
hereafter. If ( Ifay) weacknowledge 


-our own righteouſnes, and good works, 
and think that Ged is bound to hear us 
forthem; we may ſeek bim early, but we 
ſeall nor? finde him. But , if ( with the 


Pro. 1.3 


- worthines , and ſay with 74c0b, Lord 
, ( or Iamlefleghen.) 0, 4 
the- leaf of all thy mercies, &e. and 


_— — 


To 


26  Dxvine | 
To this man woll God look, even tohim are 
that 14 pror and of a contrite ſpirit : fox 
the more we humble: our elves, the his 
fitter weare to ſeek and finde God, andiller 
to receive a gracious anſwer from hin Wd 

5. As the conceit ( for it's but a meer un 
Fonceit ) of the merits of our goodilur 5 
works; ſo the opinion of the weerit of hun 


they are our defenſive armes againſt |th«#476 


Satans defignes , and the means by {Clint 
which God hath appointed us to haye *Jhetells 
recourſe to him, in any difficulty flhould 


danger : yet they muſt not be offered Juk 
eo God as though they were able of: Ja 
themſelves ( without a further ſupply}: J#, 
to merit acceſſe, and acceptation with - Jv/ 
him. For this were to make a man lay. | \ 
bis foundation-upon himfelf ( which |] 
indecd he isaptenough rodo ) but our Ut 
prajersdeſervenotany honour oftheme [et 
ſelves, -but as God honoureth them, | Jt 
by commanding usto uſe them , as the | |th 
' Means to obtain his promiſes by them. | 
If therefore we ſhall off:r up our pr4j= [poſts 
' ers for theirs, and not our Savors | | vem 
. merits, and-in his Name, or that we why 
* ſhall dedine Chref, and betake us to | met 
' Saints or Angels, they cannot but-pro- 
os IS 7... 
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» him:dare an ill ſavor in the neftrils of God. 
: for We muſt yon them then _ Bo » by 
» the is ſon 7eſw { hriſt onely , by whom we "72 
, andiſhve ww ro wh ers of gr ' are with Ib. 4.16, | 
im=Jhdveſe. He is our High Frieft, and IF. 
= amr but be tonched with the feeling of | 
z00 0d :1 infirmitics z and was tempted in all 
t of þ ts lite 48 we are, yet without 
ion ind i» thet he himſelf bath ſuffered Heb 32:18; 
that leing tempted , he ts able to ſucconr them 
ink [hetero tempted. And therefore having n. Jo.3.z. 
-IChriſ to be our eAdvocate, and that J9-17-5+ 

wet _ us, that he prayeth for his, why 

ld we decline fo eafica way , and 
ike a harder and more deceitfull tra&, 
[aber by the merits of our own pray- 
J-,-or the mediarion of Saints or 


there be occaſion to pray for the 
[members of Chrif, labouring under 
-{dficulties: on earth, let the prayers a(- 

| end tothe Head ( Gich Ang.) who's 

- Jrone before into heaven, by whom 
[there « propitiation.\for our fiunes.” For 1.]0.2.2.' 
if Pant be a Mediator , the other 4- 

pe ſhould' be fo too © and if there 

|demany Afediators, there's no reaſon 
{why Saint: Pani ſhonld fay-,' There # 1 Tim. 3. $3-Þ 
ine God , and one Hediator between _ 
bans! - at the Han: Chrift Zeſw In 
we whom 


he 


wee 294.8. Woe . CÞ. 


| 38 Divine 

t R _ whom we are one, if we keep gw I 
3 PRE. 4 3* unity of the ſpirit , #13 the bond of peagthade 
4 Thereforeit we deſire that our pray 


* Pfal 141.2: ſhould be as svcenſe, or a morningi f ov 
crifice to Ged, and receive a gracigller « 
anſwer from him ; we muſt tender thenlfiriſ+ 
ro him onely, in the Name, andfyl(0r 

{Mite 3-17* the merits of Peſius Chriſt, Inwhomulmiit 

| he it well pleaſed. Air, - 

6. Laſtly, our prayers receive ualgit 
that «dence, or acceptance that weex.|lim 
pet, becauſe we offer them notyithimill 
that due refþef we ought : our oatwlþ In 
behaviour is not ſuitable with thardFfouile- 
Petitioners. If a man petition forum eye 
thing, it's fit he ſhonld compoſehin-J#'tha 
ſelf, as becomes a Peritioner : that yImaly 
by encovering his head, bending hin-Jwith 
ſelf, andthelike, We uſually callhinj#o/ 
that begs an a/ms with his haton; "oh* 

. Fardy begger ,” and give him reliefs 

| Jer.$.z6, cordingly. Ah an enquire of the viſas P 

| pathes, and ſee, whither in former agazunne« 
there were ever ſuch bold unreyereniſre: / 

Petitioners as now : God may well takfv C 

» 
i 


Ws» 
% : 


"ate 


up to us the ſpeech which he uſtdiojw# 
the Prophet; to the uncivill 7ews ;'1Þ'® 
he a Father, where is mine honowr, "if |\ve 
be a Mafter, where i my fear ? Seard® 


the Seriprayes , and ' yau ſhall mw 
py F 0 ' | ; "8 
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eepaliow- reveremly the Saints of God 

f peathiade their addrefles to him. e4- 

projeffiutiess in his conference with God, I 
nel ov bis face. So did Afary, the Gen. 17. 3; 

raciouliſte of Lazarus, to our Saviour Jo.11.33, 

r thealChrif And the © Samaritan Leper 

ndflſone of the ten' Lepers which were I 

malnlared) Fell down on bis face at Ghrifts Lu.17.16. 
Ae, giving him thanks, for the | 

vennigear- benefit he had received from 

veer llim:; a geſture certainly of much ſub- 

moſhoKing Solomer , afſoon as he had-«.Kin8.r5 F 

urdFſluile- the Temple , powred out his 13 

Pay JHrejers to God: for a bleſſing; Nor 

-hin-Ja'that fet down, that he prayed, 

at i, Inely , but -( for - our inſtruction) 
in-fwith- what geſture he did it, He 
hin Wo from the eAltar of the Lord, 
alfrow hneeling on bis knees, "with | bu 

ef a-hhnds Ffircad wp to heaven,” Ezra in 
viiſhis Projer for the people , that thad 

agghlinned grieyoufly', Fell apen bu knees, E:12.9.5. 

nifnd: read owt bu bande to the Lord _ | 

takefbi God. Saint Paxls  precept is, 7 * , Tim. 8. | 

edufnil- that men pray every where ,  lift- 

f *{ 4 ” wp holy hazds , without wrath BY 

| ba: 9. 

0M. - 


6 


40 Divene 


y— Our- Co himſelf keneeked y 
e prayea. Saint Peter ( prayin A 
5 gates from [ee wn 
kneetcd: down and prayed. The like 
Saint Pax/, upon th: ſporeat Eph 
with all that were with him, 

We may read alſo in ſacred Soi 
tare , that many Penitents rr - 
their prarers {miting theirbreſts, anſt1 
caſting aſhes upontheir heads," rentiy Wu ; 
their garments, and putting oof 
cloath ; theſe, and the otheriþ 
mentioned ; being tokens that-thakumo 
prayers were fervent, and their c i fide 
ſion of ſinnes; te ehr$85-th 
them \, ſerious and: humble. 3k 
while ve caſt wp owr eyes , and. tretd 
our hand: to heaven, we dedaread 
figriifie our, ardent expeQation oath 
aidandgood from God alone, andf : mther | 
none other: When I kxee/,: I expiiiBody- 
my humility , when I ſmite:myb her 
Iſhew mine indignation againſt my id - 
for offending ſo graces a Gasy _ 
like. : 


s 


I n 
I deny not; butchatthe true wot Feerta) 

- of Godconfiſts chiefly in inward Nora hk i b = 

ward behaviour : yet outward geimul = 

-are not only(as Ifaid) ſignes © "he fs 

cerity of our prayers, but pron the 4 


a» : « 
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4 who, to ſtirre.up 'our attentions, and to 
for Taſt off all dulnefſe, and frigidity in 
o-lifr3#zg, Beſides, theſe humble gy Hr 
ike We ( as it were ) a means to incite 
?pheſalthers ( that are ſpeRators of our de- 
-otion ) ts the like reverentiall per- 
| Saifilaemance. And-indeed, ſince God is 
d willieCrc4t07 , not onely of the-ſo#/; but 
s, alffthe body alſo, which is (as itwere ) 
rentinalihe temple of the Son/;:and that the 
Fil Jdady one day muſt receivegood, or ill 


— 
m 


beſardyich the So#/, why ſhould nor God be 
-terpWoured by. both? I confeſſe (as. 4 


- Infiſee in our: Preyers;. nor-is it to:be 
re als of him that -fitteth, ſtandeth ,-or © 
of-aheth, if his affections goalong with 
ahem, yet ſince God hath given mane 
Priifody with a Sowl, for hisownglory,. | 
oidltherefore ( as the Apoſtle direfts ) gto- x.Cor.6.20 Þ 
y1lhnf: God in your body, andin your ſpirit, | 
dtifpbich are Gods. | 
1 Ina!l theſe fore-named geftwres, it's 
Mileertain , that the heare muſt -be /5ft wp 
talfhefore the hands, the heart muſt knee! 
wiFefore the 5ody,(for the heart hath knees 
e 9s well as the body, witneſle Saint Paxl) Eph, z. 14: 
e the bears muſt weep before the Le 
MW. - an 


 "_ d iS 


42 Divine + 
and the heart muſt- peak, before this 34 
poxgue : for it's not the vorce, orbafword 1 
ſound of words which God gives <1 tw pas ps of 
to, but the afte&ion of the hear no 2 
( Though true wocal prayer is neceſſay js c i fil 
to ſtirreup our fainting ſpirits , and ſecret! 
incite others to the like duty ) for Gy p/Gc 
| Ila. 29. 73- (by the Prophet ) complained of ſudj 
z - as were onely wordir petitioners , a ths pin? 
) our Saviour quotes the famet all $0277 
{ar 15.8 painſt the Seribes and rhe {ration 
4 people draw neer me with their miy : F AF | 
and with their lips do honour me, be (iut 
ag a far fo wy mh ; [hoſe 
Therefore Anguſtine T0 tf We. 
may conclude, thgt Oratio- wow 4 «| 
| Teus: preyer conſiſts net 
in many words. - And (WIE 
Differunt multum logui, & w 
precari. Hoc negotium plu gi 1k 
quam ſermonibus agitnr, plus pos | wil 
affate. There's great difference bel Lich 
tween much peaking , and much pro-J true 
ng: this work is better cffeRed byJtairl 
groanes, then words, by weeping , then 
by fpeakeug. hs 
There are divers preſidents in Gulr | 
| word ,: to inform us, that Ged hears | 
Ex. 24. rg, mental prayers, aſwell as vocal, Waert- | 


fore cryeft thau wnto me ( faith God: : 
wy 


Contemplations, 43 | 
bp Moſer ) when we read not of a 
ord that he ſpake. So, when God 
of Was as offended at the Ihecbires for ma- 
be M4, It a golden calf » Moſes ſtood fad, 
bthd filent, yer as it ſeeins he prayed 
k. { ery , and his prayer aſcended up 
God; for God faid, Let me 4- ] 
0} ne, that my wrath may wax hot 4- Exe34-1 10.7 
Sn? them, and that 1 Tay conſume 
#:-and 1 will make of thee « greas 
Hannah likewiſe, prajed tothe 
pion onely _ 's moved, 


Ko fad pris ra rt oe Rs 
w tanch his garments 1 foal be whole Mae's. and 
t ſhe was hrard,, andcured, There« 
| li ore 16: was, that Saint Pant faid, 7 eas : 
Ws [Hl pray with the ſpirit, avd T will pray by | 
bee wich underſtanding, Prayer if it be 1 
4-]'true and fervent , andproceed from 
byT faith, 5f it be urtered by inward 
en | groanes, and fighes from the heart, 
"4 prevaile aſmuch with God, as that 
'1 which comes with the greateft EX= 
| preffions by and from the lips : For 
| God needs no information from us 
| concerning our wants and ns 
| c 


3 wy  Devane + 
| Mat. 6. 8. Heknoweth what things we have uiin 
'F of before we ark : and our infirmi i 0 
and preſſures are better known to high 
' then to. our felves. The. Prophet knelt 
* FGI. 38.9. this when he faid 1 Lord all my deſire 
I before thee, and my greanings are not bi h 2 
Z from thee, Þ 
| ObjefZ. Tf God know what,we ay, 0754 P60 
Y may ſome ſay, and know we [ihe 
need, and what dangers hang re: uy {64 { 
we ore: before we petition to him; to [7 
- purpoſe is 0c or wherefored Jusy* 
EE xind-a | th 


| arexct Juformer —— 

he ) andit's one thing to tell and infly a 

4 man that is ignorant , and anorber 

Wake 4 —_ to biz that knoweth wh 

we want. It is not therefore in reſp et | 

of God, that needs no ala. [: a 
but in regard of our ſelyes that want! fuua 
his - protection, that we \ pray. unto? jibe / 


him. {aver 
IT In the laſt place, the reaſons why} 
God feems to abſent himſelf from' us, |** 
and - not to grant our requeſts, are | 
many. 
I. It may be: the fit time, beft | 
known |' 


8 ted | 
m1 th 
0 hi 

il 
rel ”— 


1 
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h to Godto anſwer our deſires is 

eye come ; for as there is a time | 1 | 

God may- more eſpecially be I 

"vP ſo there isa time, which God Pfal, z3. 6; | 

i - reſerved ro himſelf, and ſeems to 
bis face from uht- If he come not 


4 f kc time to us , what are wetodo? 
ie Prophet Dawid tells us , Wait on 
he Lord , be of good conrage, and he 

7 ful (trengthen thine heart, wait 1 hy 

bg; wihe Lord. Obſerve how ſlowly a 


x *.. 
» 2? 
Ha 


wycelds it's fruit : Firſt it's planted, 


a q fl he ittakes root, afterward it ſhoots 


, and bears leaves, and dilates it 
ar into arms 'and boughs : then it 
| x es, and buds, the fruit knots and 

dens, they are gathered,” and ſerved” 
x the table, laſtly' eaten and digeſted. 


ko l. helike time doth Gad take oft-times, 
hut y id deals with his petitioners by de- 


rees, yer ſaithat laſt, 7» a» acceptable 1c,, ,, 8. [ 
pz have I heard thte, and ina day of 'YF 


4n _ have 1 belped thee. Wait 01: 


nto! 


in} 


us, 
re 


ft | 


A | 


{the Lord ( faith Solomon ) aud he will Pro. 30 22. 1 
[/evethee. And the Prophet, The Lord 5, .., y | 
# good unto them that wait for him. Hab.z.3. | 
Though it tarry , wait for it » becauſe it 4,1, 19,19 | 
will ſarcly come , ut will not tarry. Blef- If. 39. 18, 


| ſe# are all they that wait for him.” 


God prolongs the time, and deferres 
ro 


46 D#ivene 1 
ro. grant our requeſts for - diverthough 
cauſes. | b 
I. To kindle our zea/ and conſtanes 
cy inpreyer, and to exerciſe our faith 
and patience : and when things ſeen 
to bein the moſt deplorable condi 
on, then to deliver us out of allc rſde) 
trouble. 8! 
© Ex.3.33- The Iſraelites being under the ef ps 
E ſure 'of a hard ſervitude, - pray: fort 
deliverance , God protracts it: form Y 
ny yeers, to try and exerciſe hal 
faith and patience, in the mean ne (bj jp 
their flavery encreaſeth : they ſigh 1G ; 
and are grieved, perhaps they a 
; Ceived their complaints to: be pent b* 
 23.17-in vain, but the event in their 
verance , at laſt anſwered them fullys I; 
; So Chrift delayed the woman © 
- Mat.1 5.22. ANAAMN , firſt, by making &8 thoupl My 
e had not heard her, then ray. ray | 
26:38. ving her a hard repulſe, even awllÞ bi; 
ſhe had been a dog, yet upon bb 
faith and conftancy , which appeard row 
ſo great , he granted her deſire. I ; 
2, To declare and manifeſt his on —_ 
wipetency , and to gain the greater gl 
ry to himſelf. ne 
When God had freed the Thur aro! 
one of the Egyptian bondage , bet 
bro 


ER”: 
6 

PF; 
{2 "4 g 
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T Contemplations, a7 
livegought them again into great fears, 

ir Phareob purſued them with a 
onſlagieadfull army., and the ſea was be- 


hire them, ſo that they were encom- 
s ſcenalſed, and no hope appeared to them . 
ondief@. avoid deſtruction : infomuch as 
all oufhey began to murmure, and fay to 

ies, Becauſe there were mo graves gy 
e pref Egypt, baſt thou taken us away to | 4 
yy: forlle is cbe widerneſſe ? Thty. thought 
or ma-fhemſelves all loſt men: Then . ( con- 

ei feury to all outward appearance of 

time Jkþ ) the fea by Gods command, 

"Goh vided it elf, and the waters were ,,_ 
Wh wal wento them on the right hand, 

pece fade: he left : and they paſſed through 
* dee midſt of the /ca npon the drier, 
ally Jrewnd ; and this deliverance returns 
an of | to the honour of God. * 
nous Many the. like deliverances wee 
y gbllay finde in Scripteres, as of eſa. 
\ ax ieboſapbat.  Hezekiah, and others, 
n_ hefwhom when God had ſuffered tobe 
erefſoronght even to the pits brink of 
.  J&ſtrution, he by his omniporent 
is omfpower , upon their humble petitions 
r fc 


when the help of man was but 
Pare) delivered them by the over- 

ehtaflirow of their enemies, 

001-1114 | 


4.3 _— 777 
3. To make us the more truly humgþ0v 
ble and perztenr. For ſeeing we wit 
not drawn to him by threats ; 0 
allured by benefits , nor invited 
promiſes; he will keep us under miſſed: 
ſeries and preſſures ; and until{%wd#s 
: draw neer to him by an —_— dn ne 
- Ia 5.25: Pentance, he willgive us no graciat ” 
anſwer. Hs anger will not be "turn vt 
E- away, but bis band « ftretchedourf 
| 2.52,14-32 He deals with usas Abſalow my 0 e] 
: Foab : I ſent to thee to come tome ("+ 
E andbecauſe thon cameſt not, Ilettly 7 | 
| field of corn on fire, T ſee thathuth 
brought thee to me. TI drew thee{Q It 
England ) faith God with cords offilÞ 
prayed and invited thee to cometoJng 
me, but thou haſt broken thoſe bon ds [un 
and wouldſt not come : Thave her6JV + 
fore ſtronger bands , the ſword, a (Nc 
famine , which thou ſhalt lye unda y# (\ 
while, to 'bring thee to me. Whayſer 
we once looſen the bands of wicke&Q&w 
neſſe, andrepent us of the evil was 
fa, 58, - have committed ; Then Jbail wee 't h | » 
9* and the Lord ſal arſwer. " bf | 
4. Many times God deferres "ti hs 
granting of our petitions in diſtrelnf 
and want, to make the delivers pw | 


and his gift the more welcome to wT 


Cota | 49 


anthow- much the longer they have been 
7e aeferred : - which ( if they had' beew 
nooner granted, )would nes either bin 
eſſe eſteemed, or that perhaps account- 
api ec 283 due, which comes from God as 
l1ygpmcer gitt- Div deſederata dalcins ob- 
linenzr, citine data viltſtunt. Things 
ous io defi red, are moſt acceptable being 
"_ J- tained , whereas things ſoon grant- 
8, grow contemptible and little 
ith [vo «th. Grata ſnperveniet que won fpera-. 
A | oa Athing ſolong looked for, 
t thy i Febar we were out of hope of 'ob- 
wth Shining ir, is moſt welcome , though 
| come late. We ſee that Abrabaw _ 
=_ long to God fora ſon, and ſo 
,' that he even diſpaired of 'ob- F 
cy [ai one, defiring onely of God, y 
D ths Iſhmael (us fon by Hagar Ge. 17.184) 
ie bond-woman ) wght live before bh 
am. No doubt but Shak God had 4 
| hr ormed his promiſe to him in 7] Macy 
ebtwas farre more acceptable tor 
n/ if he had:received him ſooner. 
Ka Cherie her wewb- ur 4p £.89m.1:60 
Yr 20) went up yeer by. yeer ts 7 
be howſe of the Lord, and prayed for 
ſk ch:/de ; God granted her requeſts at 
rati ; which ſhe yeceived' fo! joyfully5 
Ke eſtermed ſo "_ of that bleſs 
torſ | ing 


50 oumbbnig 


[a.$5.1.28. fing, that the dedicated that ſon-Samn. 
: 3-1- e/to- the-Lord, ,and framed a ſong of 
thankſgiving for It. Vult erebring "26, 
r Dominus , ut tanto gratis ſi fit conee | 
dentis Donum, God will be ofta'l ;; 
prayed to, before he hears, : | 
ift may. be received the more 
— God denyes'us that we pray: far: | than! 
many times , becauſe he ie prope 
giveus better things then thole weak 
Bernard faith, It comes to paſſe oft. Þ-nor 
times ,. that God. hears not w henwe Ser 
would: have. him, according :to- ap. |.@ 
wyul ; yet ſoon after, hears us int ' how & 
things which.re for our good andftliÞ gy. ,, 
vation. That is , though he gives] 'T not. 1 
notthe things we ask., yet thingy are: | bur-t 
' -better for; us. Wie have-an cx; 
In.. the Prophet Elzas , who cl 7 Pew 
«Xin I9 4 himſelf of Zezebebs Eyre ) pany bl rount 
God-to.take him out. of this .life.by bee'fh 
deat th:, God heard. kim not prelchtly .- a) 
in.that. he: prayed for ,; but {00g altelſſ@@.., 
he tranſlated him alive.into'his cle 4 'thi es 
{Lin »-I1 all glory-. Saint Paul beſought,'t he q- rea 
a.Cor,1z 8 Lord thrice that the thern in bis, Wome 
wight depart fiom him. Gods Dwell doe: 
9. to him- was, Ad ' 4 ef Fw 
_ Where A berter £9 64 as 77 


et 


Divine g1 
nor yehim. - One prayes for plenty 
6 [= and ſuſtenance, God gives hi 


Fa little competency and heath with 
ſ- Another craves! wealth, . God de- 


man 

4 te to quarecl with God? but ra- 

i ther-to give him humble and hearty 

| __ , for ſuch his affecion/ and 

I love to him. Inaſmuch as he hath ſo 

\ par care of him z that he hearshim 

| wor in thoſe: unprofitable things he. 

” #keth out off ignorance, but:chang- 
Ur. :eth-them into! berter gifts.  A4»/tos 
| now audit; ( faith Aug, ) Soefdhpng 
te} ar exandiat ad ſalutem ; 'God hears 
WF not many according: to their: defires,. 
| bur hears: them in:that which>:doth 

| them ood. And therefore concludes,” 

I Now babeatis pro magno ,' &c. Ac 

y d |; ount it not a great matter if thou 
I oy] beeft not heard | according to 'thine 
town will : but efteem itas:a great fa- 
[your from God ;: if he thear thee for 

7 thy benefit. The fame father gives the 
"th i reaſon fully, -why 'God grants not 
ome things we pray for ; 2#«xdo nom 
WM Þ pL oo now dat ,: we bus gia dat. 
_ W 5 us nor che things we . 
puk,; ny becanſe-if he” ſhould grant 
an C 2 thean 
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them. they would be prejudiciall | he q 
us. And in this caſe, \ Exorare in pers "thin 
HICKS YOgantu 5 boniras eſt ; TOs: his} wait 
goodneſle not to hear us , when wel duc 


petivion for thoſe things that would "OR 


be our deſtraGion, And ras in | And 

noxijs, exandire ef. To'tail of . ourf thin 

expedation for hurtfull things.,8} own 

better for us, then if we were ol fable 
6. Again, as ſome men- pray; and] they 

are-not_ heard , becauſe is-is for thed | The 

gdad and. alvations.: .So- others:pra 

and are heard, even; to: their hi 4 2m 

and. damnation. Auft, faith, Sell 

rogat,. &c. The Apoſtle prayed-anl'Þ 1 

_ received: not : 'The' Devil rare wel 

| had his requeſt granted. - The Apof il 

received-not;, but» it:was for: hi 

fecion;the-devil received to his da «| 

nation- God heard him whom by al. $: pl 

tended to:damne;. and: heard not: 

whom dhe meant to: fave. feb praye 


in; his -affliftions,: God: put! [bjmoa Wt, 


20: -prove him': he late long inthe " becy 
and God anſwered:hini nor'3- but kel "his 
heard the:Jevsl and/gaye him leavieto paſt 
rempt him; yetthe one was but 9:6} ve » 
proved; the ' other, to:be-tormented} the 
Therefore(faith he )Letno man Xe df | ball 
commgetl or dejedted, / ar faint', warn ca] phet 


my) 
Ra 


TY 


1 Contemplations. '$3 
T oF he makes any juſt requeſt to God, and 
per} 'thinks heis not heard, butlet his eyes 14 
' hisf wait upon God; who giverh meat in Dfa 344k 
. We] duc ſeaſon : When he g1ves not, it's be 3 
ould becauſe ir ſhonld not hurt 'him, 
5] And he that prayeth for any unjuſt 
out thing, and is heard, heis heard.to his 
84 own puniſhment and detriment.” Tt's 
dt} fabled of the Bulland the Camet, that 
aq they petitioned Paper for hornes. 
bet | The' Camel obtained not his requeſt 
17 butinſtead of hornes, Fwpiter cauſed his 
ey 2 tobecutoff. The Bu# had harnes 
os \ vivert him, but he repented ſoon after 
1 that he had made' that petition: for 
my whereas ( being without horaes ) he 
mel was at liberty , and could nor cafily be 
WEE taken, by having them he' was ſoon 
ws caight, and put tothe cart, and the 
7 plongh, arid at laſt brought” to the 
wn thambles. Tleave the application.” - * 
yeor””. Sometimes / we 'pray” for ' that 
08 which God' hears, yet will notgrant,. 
WH becauſe he hath otherwiſe creed, for : 
he his decrees and judgements arene? onely Ro. 11, 33s. 
£40 paſt finding ont, but irrevocable, Thers 
WOch art many devices in mans heart ( faith 
eas the wiſe man ) but the Lords connſel Pre 19.21.) 
Wh ball land. So' faith God by the Pro- 
ea phet, Ay counſel ſhall ſtand, and 7 
- Fo28 &2 will 


= 


54.  Contemplations. 
will do all my pleaſure. Therefore 
the. Apoſtle calls it the —_ 


of: his comnſel!, it cannot be chang 
.Wee may ſee this in the Jeftracts 


| Heb. 6, r7, 


16.19 


Auk 22.42 the childe died. . Our Saviour prays 
W .- ed to remove >" cap, God heard 


AR. 2.23, of death. Saint, Peter gives the xe 


on of. mankinde. "The ews (in-{ 
rewics. time ) had” gricvouſly and: iN 


;15.1, His favour, and ſaid, Though AMoſe 


people. 


committed as great finnes as they? 


| Gen-19. On of Sodow. Abrabams earneſtly] 
prayed to God ' to ſpare it, he wa any 
card, yet his fait was not granted{{fore 
mid prayed for the life of the[j#4 
B young childe, which he begot *&f [+ \ 
_ - Copetntn BatbHrba 3 in adultery, hee was heard by 1 
| ? but his requeſt was not granted, mo] a 


find! 


[i 
For 


him , but he drunk-of' the bitter: cy pſi in 


penitently- ſinged againſt. God), nl 
decreed utterly to caſt them 0! bo | 1- 


and $.omwel ſtood before me , yet 1 [ 
muinde could mot bee towards hs : 


5 And have not. wee in this lnd| 


Let us examine our ſelves impartial-Þ. 
ly, and there's noqueſtion but we ſhall] 


in: 


* fon ; It- was the: dettyminate come be, 
DF. ana ferebnowlelge of |G God, that q 1 
fhould ſuffer d-ath for the "reds npti | il 


5} 
= 
> 
Kel 
F. Fl 


finde 
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refore | finde our ſelves as guitry of  off:nd- 
"_ ing the Majeſtic of God,' as rebet- 
to his commands , as unthank- 


nged; 
rats full for his mercies, as impenitent 
ack] for all our offences as theFews,, ar 
Bo any Nation under heaven : and there- 


& {fore are defervedly, under as great 
J the Joigements as. they were. - 

t of | What courſe is then-to be taken 

= by us, to appeaſe the wrath of an 

fot | @gry God juſtly conceived againſt 

= w 2 Certainly none other bur the 

| Peans which hath been ever applied 

- cup the like caſe, whichis Prajer. We 

TI I ins - in-the fan: condition , - why 


= {ould we notapply the fame remedy; 


ſpenme, and tare away from ow fierce 
fs * 4 thee wee persſh mot ? God” is 
n-Þ the: fame that he ever was and- pro-- 
"hl chimed himſelf, + The Lord , The 
t. off Lord Ged , merciful and. gractons, 
Loſes} trng ſuffering , and abundant in 109d- 
' my] weſſe and truth. 1f wee turn to *hiov 
tha by ſerions repentance 4 and by Praj- 
| ir, qualified with zeal, faith , con- 


and] fidence and perſeverance, conform 
ey? ing onr wills unto his onely , 


C 4 waving: 


hee | ho ean tell if. God will turn and re- Jong ” 
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waving all worth and. merits in ourlvi; 


2 


bs 


ſelves, andour prayers , and acknow-ſeltre 


by 


ledging our own unworthyneſſe, and{yeeds 
ing in the merits, of our - bleſſed|Rion 
Saviour Chr: 7eſi« onely , with full} | T} 
, reſolution to amend our lives fortheljer us 
: future, he will fay to us, as he hath]sve 
© hs 7. done before 5 As what inſtant "| ſhall p en 
E ſpeak concerning 4 Nation , and concert. [ee 
ing 4 Kingdom , to pluck, up, and 't4[fght 
b pul down, and to deſtroy '5t. If tha | es 
| Nation againſt whom 1 have pronounced, | ter 
turn from their evil, {will repent of thi Vine 
evil that 1 thought to do unto them. [11d 
Let us therefore humble our ſelves, Feac 
and that ſpeedily. . ( It was the Pro» Fjude 
Zep,3.:. "phets counſel to ?adeh) Garber jour Tha 
".- ſelves together, yea gather together O nt | quot 
3 tow not defired. Before the decree bring | ane 
forth , before the day paſſe 4s the chaſſe; | mer 
before the fierce anger of the Lord com | {; 
wpon Jor., before the day of the Lords 4 


\piv 

ger come upon you. Pacific the Lords Vihy 
wrath before it break eut. It's kindled Jy, 
already , we-know; but if- it an} 9ef 
break out into flame , and thata het Þ 591 
am; 4 22; One, who can quench it > The Lora; or: 
- * C faith the Prophet ) harh powred..owt Þ gal 
bis fierce anger , aud bath kindled 4 fire Þ* 
in Zion, and it hath devoured the fout- 
gs dations | - 
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[1 Our: tie # thereof. It the forndutsons be 
now-[ kttoyed , - the' (nperſtrufture: mult 
, dl, eds fail , 'thati 1s an univerſalldeftrue 
leſled[Fion mult needs follow. 
ti full 'That.we- may intime preveht this, 
Ir the] ſtus pray to God mthe firſtplace to 
hathly pre us. grace to pray aright , ard 
then -to- give a L[leſſing even that 
Cert. Iwee "pray for ; his favour and the 
ud JE of bis countenance: and. then 
at Mall be ts wg _—_ 
_ "8 us an Da pacem ac- 
mine 5n Obs ie 45g Fe FrA here, 
ſd hereafter : peace of 'conſcience,. 
race with God and mn : | ler the 
0& Trdeemecnt- of  warre. ceaſe in this. 
# [ wd , and \Ds wobu domine ' panims 
We Fiersdianuts our daily: bread; foed 
= {1nd faſtenance; remove the. judgce 
{ments of famine and peſtilence Lordi 
Me. from us: and continne us in health ;; 
rar loive ſuch things a8 wilt Nand with 
kIty good pleaſare to. give ts.” Give 
| us x Bread of life , even Chriſt J0.6. : 3-7 


Megs Feſws, that fo we may ſerve thee 
| joyfully here in the Kingdome of 
#] grace, and raigne with thee eter- 
ut. rally inthe Kingdome of glory. 


E-5 Ne 


53 Divine 


Deus quod conceſſurus ff 
 fructuoſa ertt. 
intends to give Uus., No 


rious. 


- * 4 - £. © 
. * 
* £ 
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s - 
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Faint not in Prayer. 
God doth. onely deferre,| x 
not deprive us of that he |- 


man praycth in vam. Eve- | th 
ry, Prayer alwayes return| © 
with fruit , - io it be bo b 


Augaft. Ne aeficiar in oratione, 


ſe differt , #01 aufert : Ne. 


mo gratis orat. Onmmnis ora 


 tzo modo ſeria ſt, Jenn) 
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PRAYERS 
| F OR $56X 


For Peace. 7, 
y merciful Father, who 
L haft valaed Peace-at ſo 


ne high a rate, that thou 
haſt ſtited- the lovers and procurers 


. j A 
% L 
4 


thereof the Children of thee O God: 
1 the laſt Legacy of thy Sonne to his 
1 diſciples bein 
1 {If being alſo pleaſed" to be intitifled 
1 the God of Peace; it being one of the” 


Paace : 


and thon' thy 


fiuirs of God the holy Spirir: behold. 


w | we beſeech thee thy poor and wretch- 
"Y , :ed people , deprived of this unvalua- 


+ 


VP | ble bleſſing, and miferably afflicted. 


< 


{with a raging inteſtine Fare, Wee: : 


-eonfeſſe O Lord that this judgement is 


| -juftly befalne us , ' for - our "manifold 
| -and grievous fins; among which otir 
| -unthankfalnes for, andnot making triie- 
| * uſe of ſo happy a peace which-wefo. . 


' longenjoyed, is not the leaſt, - 


C 6 _ And. 


} % - 
60. 
Y 


thy judgements upon - our neighbour. | 


in 

of what might come upon us, but 
that our rebellions tranſcend all for. ' 
mer preſidents ; thou haſt ſuffered - 


us , and cauſe 


us as inſtruments 


upon our ſelves, according. to that. 


C 3. 
- ry one againſt bu brother , aud every 


one ugainſt his 


Projers 

Andnow O Lord, in that neither | 
thy promiſes could allure us, nor thy | 
threats and menaces terrifie us , nor | 


and other Nations , forewarne uy | 


thy whole diſpleaſure to ariſe againſt. : 


in the Prophet, 'They fall fight ev | 


neighbour , aud city > | 


thy wrath to execute thy. vengeance | Nat! 


amt city,; And we have felt the. 
carſes threatned in'thy law , 


A rebellious | ſinners , - to have. | 
Deuta8. 3 2 hold us.  Thine oxe '/ball- be? 
z ſlain before. 


not e48 thereof: Thine afſe ſpall bt vio 
lemtly taken from before thy face, ant | 


there, threatued } 


« Mo werce of tbe Lord thy Ged- 


againſt || 


thine exer, and thew faah | 


ſhall not be reſtored to thee, Tbex ſhalt ' 
41. beget ſonnes and dangbters, but: thiw | 

ſoalt net enjoy them; all theſe curſu | 
#pen thee, (withimany mote | 
45-24: becauſe the haft not htarkyed ts 


Q "4 4 
» tie "FIEN . 
BHO ©" 


*Þ that thou art juſt and chy judgments. 
| upright; yer wee humby beſeech 


{| blood 11 the land, before all the - 
wo ef-it be empty, and the whole 
{| Nation faint-and/- 


"| to thee to releeve ms. And Lord we 


| to humble us for our rebellions:and _ ; 
 backſlidings') thou -wouldſt -chaſtife 2.Sa 24.14 


| it-may ſtand with thy good pleaſure, | 
| remove it-from us. - Supprefle thole ,,, , .- 


| « abaffe before the winde , and tet the 


for thetimes.” $x--*:> : 
++O Lord wee cannot but" confefle, 


thee , net to look upon us as;faners, 
-but as thy Chsl/dren. Corret us 2s 2 
mercifull Father to amend us, not as 
a ſevere judge utterly to conſume us: 
but ſtop we pray thee this ifſue of 


: 


periſh- - Thon. art 
1 our onely refuge, therefore we flee. 


rey with thy ſervant Daved, that 
| (if thou haſt determined. yer further 


| us thy ſelf; Let we fall: into thy hbants * ; 
(for thy mercres are great) and lets | 
| net-fall into the band of man: forthe p,, ,,..: 
mercies of the wicked are cruct. E: 
+. Lord we are ready to finke-under 
this heavy judgement: If -rherefore 


v > 


that are —_— init. hn 
people thes delight-in warre. Difſipate pp ,,. o 
and fruſtrare their counſels; Lev chem be 


Aget 


ExGL73, I, 


n Cor.6.15 


1 _ , longer hardned againſt each other: 
| Mar. 3+ 23. ( 4 Kingdom divided againſt it- ſelf | 


rit of meekneſſe,, patience , and bro- | 


'blefſe + the” Fathers and” Miniſters 'of 


' Magiſtrates. and Counſellours with 


G2 *Pr ayers i 
Angel of the Lard chaſe them that mel wild 
Iimplacable enemies to peace. | © 

Unicz O Loxd the mindgs and af and - 
feions of the Nation, andler them} and 
be- all as one Man. Suffer not the | 47 
hearts .of thoſe that are brethren 1 ſed 
and members of oxe body whereof thy 
Chriſt Jeſus is cb: head; to bee any] 2* 


cannet ſtand) but give us. all the fpi«! 


therly love. Take from us all ſelf. | '*F 
ends, and private intereſts, that we ' 
may all unanimouſly ſeek thy glory, - 
and this Kingdems welfare. | 
Geve the King thy judgements 0 \* 
Lord , and thy righteouſnefſe to the 
Kings Sonne : blefle them , 'the Queen 
and the reſt of the Royall ſtem with | 
all the-graces of thy holy * Spiris: 


thy Word and Sacraments," with 
zeal and piety, Reſtore incormipt 
Dottrine” 2nd holy diſcipline to the 
Church, and in thy good time, aſet- 
led and religious Peace to this dying, 
periſhing Kingdom. / - Blefſe all -ohr 


FPUFFFTTS 


wiſdom | + 


T0 -* —_— - 
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at are] wiſdom, knowledge atid integrity : 


| /blood moye thee- to pity. 


| bleſſe all thy people with true faith 
| and obedience, and grant us all, high 


zem | and low, the ſpirit of unity and 
of charity, that we may agreein a ble(- 


{ ſed and acceptable harmony to- praiſe 


(} thy holy Name, for all thy mercics 
ny | to. us in Chrift Feſice. Amen, 


$6 HPSPHPHHPLGYP 
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Another. 


| Lord Father of mercies ; the 
God of peace , unity', and 


wilt thou bee angry againſt the prayer 
"of thy. people ? "How: long will it:be 
-ere-thon thou removye'this unnattrall 
-and* execrable 'warre? © Look upon 
"the afflijons of thy people, give 

car. to the dighes'; 'teares , and 
_ groanes of . "the poore',- and let 
=the-effufion” of -f mach: Chriſtian 


Alas 


love, ' How long wee beſeech thee Plal.80.4, | 


Ita, x. 30. 


Alas 'O Lord we acknowledoe; 1 
> j- 


y - ? F " . b. [3 F4 U _ 4 0 xd ® -, '*? 
s I 
Þ " 
- 


that this and. other thy judgements? 
are juſt puniſhments for our fines? 
we” have ſinned, we have commit 
ted iniquity y we have 'defj pe 
forſaken thee, ' the Founray of | 


and our 


thy commandments, by our 
oftences. 
«hy ſtatutes, (which according 't 
thy - word by the - Prophet) 


VeaRrre HI. 

Yet thou © Lord in the midk 
of thy wrath. remember. mercy. 
that we may be capable of, give 


-us grace to- call ro our remembrance, 


to confefſe , bewaile and forſake our 
tranſgreſſions. . Send. into-our hearts 
the- of - 
that we may. "humbly ' deprecate thy 
juſt- difpleafure, and-ery antothee-and 


fay' Loyd pity; Eoril fave thy pooplt” 
-whom thou haſt redeemed with thy 
moſt - precious blood, and 'be: not 


with usfor ever. 
Lord ſheath this bloody and > 
youring ſword, and let us not fall 
(as Sew did ) upon our own /word:. 


own happinefſe "and an 
have waged warre againſt thee wt | es 


bak | [tor 
brought the ſword into our land rode. 'a 


Whick | 


grace and- ſupplication, 


.tl 


by - th 
ad ts m 
vi! 


We have kept none_ofÞ® 


Cemmand | 


1 for the temes. 65 
«do 's: Command all thoſe that- miniſter 
meng&Joccafions of warre,, to - return 
nnes180 - their own .. places,, that- fo 

nit. 107, thy grace and favour , throwgh 
ang $#6e merics of our alone Saviewr, we 
tif Jmay: again recoyer (if it ſtand with 
-angithy good will and pleaſure.) our loſt 
"ani fRappy and moſt , defired - peace, and 

| ty agree again ( as becometh Chrilians ) 


» of $18 unicy. of hearts and: mindes. to 


= x praiſe. and- glorifie thy holy Name 
hath for ever, Amene $2 


Py In this time of unſeaſon- 
hick |- able weather, dearth 
ive and ſcarcity, 

Fl Lmighty. Lord God, which IT 


£ XA. veſt food roevery living thing, 
that-coyereſt the heaven with clouds, 
and prepareſt. rain for the: cath, that 
commandeſt the clouds:to- ſend forth 
| rain; and again doeft ſtop the flood- 
gates of: heaven : who at the pray-' 
| er-.of thy: Prophet E/54s, didſt ſhut 
the cataracts thereof, ſo that it rain- 
e>& not in three yeers ſpace . aud 
| didſt again open them, and the clouds 
did yecld plentifpll ſhowers, one or 

—_ | - 
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66 Prayers 


the peoples good, the . other jy. do! 
their puniſhment Wee confident | which 
belzeve, that thou doeſt what. tha | wion.c 
pleaſeſt in heaven, in earth, int *rOU 
ſea, and all places. "Ahſtent 


"' 


Wee thy poor diſtrefſed a f _ 
miſerable Creatures humbly ack bo. 7 OU 
ledge and. confeſle, that wee ha re fur -. 
depart:d from thee, and haveX "ls opene 
hearkned 'to. thy word, .to walk 
in thy commandments, .Wee; have Sb 
ſpent the dayes appointed for. , x corr 
ſeruice in idlenefſe and exceſle, and: the 91 
negle-ted.thy worſhip , l-tring looſe fort 
th: reynes of the fleſh to. all um | 
cleannefſ*®. Therefore that curſe de by 
nounced in thy law for ſuch rebels | 
lion: h:th belalne us. That welw 
ſhould tee , curſid wn the city, and \f 
cnrſei mn the fieli', in:our fores ut Ihe 
i: frant of ownr bedy , ard of or | 
land, in the encreaſe of our kint;[1 
and the flicks of our ſveep. eAnd |y 
phat the heavens over owr head ſhonld \ wi 
bee brafſe, and the earth nnder 
irin, And that the rain ſhould come | 
down till we be acftroyed. 

O Lord we have ſeenwith joyand 14; 
comfort that in the former parts 8 ſea- | 
ons of the year the earth was on 

L 


for the times. 67 
& tefy-doathed with fruits in abnndance, 
dentpfphich 61:4 us with hopes and expe- 
- taaharion.of a plentifull harveſt, anda nu- 
n nerous encreafe of all things for the 
AYhſtzntation of man and beaſt. But O 
udfford (thankful hearts not accompane- 
mowing our joyful minds ) thou haft broken 
bayeJap the ſprings of the: earth , thon haft 
; nat! opened the windows of heaven, and 
Waktimmoderate rains havefallen, whereby 
haitfthe land hath been overmoiſtned, the 
tiyJeorn hath been deprefſed and laid flat to 
+ Md {the ground , and fot want of the com- 
oole [fort -and heart of the Sunne, hath not 
Ut Jattained to its due ripening; and the 
'd& {waters : have ' overflowed .. the earth 
bel- If much , that our cartell are like to 
wel want n-cefary food and ſuſtentation ; 
and Jo thar all our former hopes ſeem to 
-@ be fruſtrate 3 and/nvl-ffe thou-of thy 
our {ipeciall providence - be mercifull to 
ws, [us, the labours cf our hands. will 
Mad [rrove altogether vain, «aud our hopes © 


""— py EN tA Fe 


7/0 will be as thift[:-down, which 1 car- Sap. 5. 24; | 


* | ried away with the winde, and as the 
w froth, which ts driven away with 4 
' [ftorm, and as the ſmodk,, which u 
d diſperſed here and there with 4 tem 
+ Jef, and wee may juſtly fear a fa-. 


- | mine to enſae, | 
P06 When 


: * "0 , 


68 Prayers 


When O Lord we ſee , and {jill ) 
theſe extraordinary \tempeſts "aſſent *« 
rains , ' wee cannot but acknowledwlee Þ: 
thy juft hand upon us for our wor 
Eratitude, in not giving thee gif je: ſec 
praiſe for former plentifull yeer{uits c 
and ſeafonable times, - and for opifut 
fleighting and undervaluing ſo gra Lo 
blettings : as alſo, that thou art'gWÞme ' 
forced to draw us'to thee by mor 
ſevere means: and'to learn by tholkif 
thy plagues, that mans labour ayallef® 
nothing without 'thy  blesſing, and PF ' 
that if theu- withdraw thy hand of Þ, © 
providence, all onr endeayours prove þ Lo! 
invalid and uneffeQuall,” and theres Pelre 
fore we ſhould nor undertake'any {*her 
thing, witkout addrefſe to thee by 1s 1 
prayer; and when' thy heavy hand P tal 


-_ 
z} 
1 


1s U us, in this, or any other P17 


kinde,' to'betake our ſelves to 10-100 * 
other- means ," then calling upon thy PT 

holy Name to relecue us. Foe eee 
__ Ar this time therefore, Iying' un PP 
der 'this ſcourge of 'thine!, - we fite Þ 
unto” thee ' O mercifull Father , wee Joc 
tender our humble ſupplications"to” IT 
thee-: "and earneſtly in thy Sores Pr 

Name, and for his Merits , beſcech_ ad 
- thee, (if it Rand with thy bleſſed Ih 


q for the times. 6g- | 
ind fill } to keep back the bitter judge- 
ts \atfent of dearth and ' famine;; which 
wiedawee have juſt cauſe.to fear. .O deal 
Mr hot with us in thy fury, bur bee 
e dieffieaſed, that we may enjoy thoſe 
yeeruits of the -carth, which-thou didft 
Or onffue us in hope to receive. Supply - 
oa Lord what wee ſhall want, by 
rt'{Þme way or means, which thou in 
newly providence doeſt better know to 
thoſfſive >, then wee to expe. Thy 16; <9. x, 
availy 0d 44 rot ſhortned, that 58 cannot help, 
and JA0d it is all one to thee, to releeve 
nd of #8, either with, or without means. 
fore + Lord abate \in us all immoderate 
hae: Kefires to the creatures , which {with 
any ether our tranſgr-sfions ):hath cauſed 
e by [is judgement of famine to beginne 
and @ take hold upon us. Divert thefe 
thee temperate ſhowers into our-eyes, 
$6 fad extrat ſhowers of tears from 
thy hem , which may teſtifie; that wee 
+» Þnkeignedly bewaile eur finnes, and 
1. {plore our manifold offences. Theſe 
flees Ihowers will prove farre better, and 
yes more wholſome and profitable 
15 for us, and be a meanes ( by the 
nes {ntercesfion of our Saviour) to ſtay 
«< fd: ceaſe thoſe ſtormes which ſeem 
ed [I foretcll eur deftruRtion and rume. 
oY 3 Eord 


Prayers 


Lord hear ns, and anſwers, 
ſon Chriſt Jeſus ſake , «> whom ; 
ars alowe well pleaſed. Amen. 


